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Lions Internationl President Mahendra Amarasuriya (extreme right) with District Governors

Llon Mahesh Pasqual and Lion Lestor Aponso with visiting top Lion lady from india and

other Lions at the Lions Quest launch at the Holiday Inn in Colombo.
Pic by Dimuthu Premaratne

by Harischandra Gunaratna

Lions Quest is a comprehensive
youth service initiative initiated by
the Lions Clubs International
Foundation which provides training
to teachers and educators who work
with children between the ages of 5-19.

Lion Mahendra Amarasuriya, the
International President of Lions
Clubs International addressing a
gathering at the introduction of the
programme by Lions District 306 B 2
recently said that the Lions Quest
programme has been successfully
implemented in many countries
around the world including India and
33,000 educators have reached 11 mil-
lion young people in the world com-
municating in 20 languages.

Amarasuriya the first Sri Lankan
to be elected to this coveted office said
that this ambitious project will impart
skills for the growing, skills for adoles-
cence and skills for action and the cur-
ricula represents the most academical-
ly and practically sound programme
developed after extensive research by

experts in the field of education, child
development and drug prevention over
the past 20 years.

He said “It is very good tool for
skills development and develop self
confidence and self esteem in the
young adults. It is also a good preven-
tion programme, and it will not just
help children to say no, to negative
influences, but also yes to healthy liv-
ing, effective decagon making and
involvement in service to the commu-
nity.”

“Parent and family involvement
have been a key to the success of the
implementation of this program,’ he
pointed out.

Lion MaheshC

Pasqual MJF said that Due to vari-
ous reasons this unique programme
has not taken root in Sri Lanka but
our neighbours India has made head-
way with it.

“The so called cultural revolution
has created a situation in some parts
of the world where children are igno-
rant about the values in the society;,”

u u t u t u
Pasqual said.

“Lion

Mahendra Amarasuriya said
Judging by what is happening today
the students in private schools in Sri
Lanka are more receptive to drugs and
alcohol but the situation is different in
the government schools.”

In America around 800-900 teach-
ers have been trained on this pro-
gramme but it has not got off the
ground he said.

Already Quest Foundations have
been established in India, Pakistan in
Latin American countries and a num-
ber of African countries. The pro-
gramme has helped many young peo-
ple across the globe to say no to drugs
and alcohol Amarasuriya noted.

Lion Lester Aponso said that a
series of work shops would be held in
order to train the teachers on the pro-
gramme and they would be training
the children. In addition it will help
the teachers develop their teaching
skills and enhance their knowledge on
the subject he pointed out.

Donation of wheel chairs
to difficult areas by

The premier of the ‘Maha Ravana’ bal-
let, directed by Pabalu Wijegunawardene
and presented by the Deepasika Institute
will be staged at the John de Silva
Memorial Hall on Friday 30 May, at 6.15
pm.

The theme of this ballet is based on the
epic Ramayana written by Valmeekee.

The cast consists of 40 persons with the
main roles of Rama, Seetha and Ravana
Portrayed by Hasanga Weerakoon, Mihiri
Weerathne and Kumudu Nishantha
respectively.

‘Maha Ravana’ is is Pabalu
Wijegunawardene’s second creation after

his first drama ‘Iriss’ staged two
years ago.
Tickets will be available at
the gate. For seating arrange-
ments, call 2604563 or
2615258.
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Under the concept of assisting handicapped persons liv-
ing in difficult areas in the island, wheel chairs were dis-
tributed at Purana Raja Maha Vihara, Kahawatte,
Beliatte, Hambantota. Wheel chairs donated by
“Arogya” Foundation for Handicapped persons by
Buddhist philanthropists from Singapore Goh Kim Hua
and Madam sng Choon Eng and other Singaporean phi-
lanthropists under the guidance of the Chief incumbent
of Thalagala Mangalaramaya, Most Venerable Thalagala
Sumanaratne thero, were distributed according to the
exhortation of the Chief incumbent of Purana Raja Maha
Vihara, Kahawatte, Beliatte, Deputy Principal and the
President of Shasanarakshaka Executive Council Ven.
Watarakgoda Gnanasiri thero, Lecturer, Gangodawila
Subadhrarama Pirivena, Ven, Omare Pungnasiri thero
and the chief incumbent of Maharagama Pathiragoda
Nalandarama Shasthrapathi Ven.. Thalapathpitiye
Pungnyaloka Thero. The Director General of “Arogya”
Foundation for Handicapped persons Ven. Unapana
Ariyadhamma thero was also present on this occasion.
The chief incumbent of Purana Raja Maha Vihara Ven.
Watarakgoda Gnanasiri there was kind enough to meet
the entire cost of transportation of these wheel chairs
from Colombo to Beliatte..
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A scene from the ‘Maha Ravana’ Ballet
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Mihiri Weeraratne as Sitha Devi

Indrajith in ‘Maha Ravana’ Yasamali Perera
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