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Kapila: Many strings
bow, many irons In the fire

ho would not know this hand-
Wsome young man, Kapila
Mohotti - Food and Beverage

Manager of Colombo Hilton, always
smartly dressed walking around the
Hilton most of the time. You can’t miss
him, he walks around with a ‘Can | help
you’ look and has a charming smile for
all the guests who crowd the Hilton at
all times specially when there is live
music around with reputed musicians
and famous bands playing.

Kapila received his education at
Richmond College, Galle, and his
thoughts used to always stray towards
hotels. Whilst awaiting the Ordinary
Level results, at the tender of 16 years, a
close friend of his, who had a small
beach restaurant in Unawatuna, Galle,
asked him to come over and while away
his time at this restaurant. He was
asked to work in the kitchen and at that
age he really loved the different aromas
of food. I asked him whether he felt
greedy he smiled and replied “No won-
der as the smells were so appetising”.

In the meantime, his O’level results
were out and he had passed. Now here
was a big decision he had to take at just
16 plus. Naturally his father wanted him
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to carry on with his education. After all,
a parent wants to do the best for his
child - that was one side of the coin. On
the other side of the coin was his friend
pressing him to stay longer at the
restaurant and tempted him by offering
him good money - what a dilemma!
Quick bucks on one side and higher edu-
cation on the other! ‘My head kept on
turning but | said to myself - education
first and so | decided that way.” But his
friend was kind and said “Ok you go
ahead with your studies but after school
drop into the restaurant and work there
as well since you are really good in that
line.” So he ended up attending school
as well as helping out in the restaurant
when time permitted.

His father noticed how keen he was

Kapila with his wife Kavitha
and son

opening in the kitchen and he was
recruited as a trainee steward. Done!
Ambitions half achieved! He worked
there for 2 1/2 years and by this time he
was nearly 20 years old. This hotel was
one of the best holiday resorts in Sri
Lanka. Then on hearing so much about
Colombo city hotels, he applied to the
Galadari which was then called the
Galadari Meridien Hotel as he longed to
get to Colombo. He was lucky and
Galadari Meridien employed him.

Initially for six months he worked at
the Banquet Department and at that
time the hotel had the best night club
called Colombo 2000. Since he was
young and crazy about music, dancing
and anything that goes well with club
life, and as there was an opening in the
night club he started working as a stew-
ard. At this juncture most of his desires
were fulfiled.

Whilst working at Galadari, he used
to walk around Fort and while doing
this, he noticed a building come up
slowly and steadily and then found out
that it was the Hilton Colombo which
was going to be the first international
hotel in Colombo. Then he made up his
mind that one day he would end up
working at Hilton Colombo and today
his dream has been realised.

He is now the Food & Beverage
Manager at Hilton Colombo. Before he
reached the present position, he men-
tioned that vacancies in Hilton had been
advertised and he faced an interview. He
was offered the post of trainee assistant

Lanka. At the club, he per-
formed really well and rose to
the position of Manager. He
decided that he had to do some-
thing concrete and also had to
climb several steps in leaps and
bounds. Since he is music crazy
and music was always foremost
and as there was so much scope
on those lines he became a DJ,
which was in 1989.

In 1992, he won the Island
Music Award for the Best DJ in
Sri Lanka. In 1994 he won the
Golden Clef Award for the Best
DJ In 1994 the management
requested him to manage the
club and he was appointed forth-
with as Manager of the Blue
Elephant. He held that post for
seven years. Whilst doing this he
did a bit of homework for the
next level which was Food &
Beverage Manager. In 2002 he
was appointed as Acting
Assistant Food & Beverage
Manager and in 2007 became the
Food & Beverage Manager.
Congratulations! Well done!

Coming to his family - he married the
girl of his choice - Kavita Wijetunga
who is blessed with both beauty and

to his

charm. She was working at the Hilton
when cupid shot the arrow right
through their hearts and in 2002 they
were joined in holy matrimony. They
have a little son aged two years. Kapila
said “I just have to mention another side
of mine.” He called himself a farmer.
This is something unique today with the
present high society. Nevertheless he is
proud of this. He owns a beautiful plot
of land in Dambulla, overlooking the
Dambulu Oya river and this is his hide-
out when he wants to get away from it
all and relax. He has grown fruits and
vegetables in a big way and also has a
herd of cattle and owns a bullock cart.
He is developing this in order that peo-
ple could experience the traditional vil-
lage lifestyle.

To maintain his good physique, he
does take some exercise when time per-
mits. Our final question “With the busy
schedule do you find time for your wife
and son?” “Yes of course. | somehow
find the time to be with them as well.”

Well after all is said and done I think
Kapila has done very well although he
has so many strings to his bow and so
many irons in the fire.

Good luck to you! I know you will go
higher and sky is the limit.

Australian
minister
resigns over
semi-naked
dance

Matt Brown

Sep 10: SYDNEY, Australia - An
Australian state government minister
was forced to quit following reports that
he danced in his underwear at a parlia-
mentary office party, the state premier
said Thursday.

Matt Brown resigned late
Wednesday, only three days after he was
sworn in as police minister of
Australia’s most populous state, New
South Wales Premier Nathan Rees said.

“I'm a human being and | made a
mistake and I’m going to cop the conse-
quences of that mistake,” Brown told
reporters, without elaborating.

The resignation came on the eve of
an unsourced report in national news-
paper The Australian that Brown
danced in “very brief” underpants to
techno music on a leather couch during
a drunken late night party in his
Parliament House office three months
ago. He was then housing minister.

Rees said he demanded Brown’s res-
ignation Wednesday night because the
former lawyer and university lecturer
— a state lawmaker for nine years —
initially gave assurances that
“absolutely nothing untoward” had
happened during the party.

“l subsequently put it to former
minister Brown late last night that
there are too many reports of you in
your underwear for me to ignore,” Rees
told Fairfax Radio Network. “He con-
ceded he’d been in his underwear and
that gave me no option but to demand
his resignation.”

The scandal is a blow to Rees’ efforts
to revive the flagging fortunes of the 13-
year-old Labor Party government with
a new leadership team. “Embarrassed

about the hotel industry and since he
had a fried at Triton Hotel Ahungalle he
took Kapila over and introduced him to
the Manager. Here, too, there was an

doesn’t begin to describe it,” Rees said.
Brown said he had agreed with Rees

that he should resign for behaving “in a

manner not befitting a minister.” (AP)

steward. This was really the first step.
Because of his night club training, he
was put to work at the Blue Elephant.

This was the first discotheque in Sri Kapila at 20
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