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the Mawarala road, about three miles away
from Kamburupitiya Police Station. It came
under the grama-sevaka division of Makandura.

The estate belonged to Senator Sarath
Wijesinghe, who was good enough to give work
only to men & women living in and around the
estate and all the villagers held him in high esteem
and reverence. At one time this estate produced the
best of the low country tea.

There was a female labourer named Lansina,
married to one Carolis in the village and both of
them worked as labourers at Andapana estate. As
Lansina’s parents were dead, her only sister,
Gimara, aged about 30 years lived with them and
worked at the Andapana estate.

Lansina loved her sister ,Gimara, very much.

One morning on a Monday, Gimara started vom-
iting and purging and was admitted to Andapana
hospital, which at that time was a peripheral unit.
This hospital caters to the entire population in
Kamburupitiya.

After five days of admission Gimara died, and
the apothecary in charge of the hospital released
the body and gave the cause of death as natural.

Two days later Gimara’s remains were buried at
the Makandura cemetery and everyone practically
present at the funeral said that Lansina will also
die soon being unable to bear the loss of her only
sister.

After about a week or two later there was talk
in the village that Gimara had died of poisoning.

One day an anonymous petition was received at
the police station mentioning that Gimara had died
of poisoning and a man who made her pregnant
had administered the poison to her. Later two other
petitions were also received.

Piyadasa Kandanby, the Grama Sevaka of
Mankandura, told me that he had received five
anonymous petitions with regard to the death of
Gimara. And all these petitions stated that Gimara
was given poison by someone and had died.

On my next court day when | went to the magis-
trate’s court, Matara, the magistrate wanted me to
see him in his chambers at the lunch break.

When | saw him in chambers he handed over to
me three anonymous petitions received by him
about Gimara’s death and he wanted me to keep
this episode secret and to bring the Grama Sevaka
of Makandura and lead his evidence next Monday
in courts. On Monday around 11.00 am the court
house was cleared of litigants and | led the evi-
dence of Grama Sevaka, Makandura, and the mag-
istrate gave an exhumation order to Dr. V.
Saravanapavanathan, Judicial Medical Officer of
Galle, to exhume the body of Sudu Hakuruge
Gimara and to hold the postmortem examination
on her body and to give the cause of death to
courts.

The magistrate’s order was sent to JMO through
a special messenger and he fixed the exhumation
to take place the following afternoon, commencing
at 1.00 pm.

There are certain procedures to be adopted in
case of an exhumation:

Q ndapana Estate, is at Kamburupititya, along

1) The grave has to be guarded by the police
from the time the order was given till exhumation
takes place.

2) Two of the grave diggers must be present to
be produced before the IMO to identify the grave.

3) Two men from the undertakers must be pres-
ent to identify the coffin.

4) If the body has decomposed beyond recogni-

‘Hell hath no fury like a
vwoman scorned’

tion, two relations must be present
to identify the wearing apparels of
the deceased.

On returning to the station |
met all the required personnel and
made all necessary arrangements.

When the JMO came to the
cemetery, there were about a hun-
dred inquisitive visitors, men and
women, right round the cemetery,
and some of the youngsters were
on treetops.

The local labourers started
digging the grave for about an
hour and the coffin was
taken out and the body
was placed on the tem-
porary loft made at
site.

The body had been
well preserved and no
decomposition had taken
place, as it had been
buried on a hilltop,
sans water and
humidity.

After identifica-
tion, the IMO
began cutting the
body. A terrible stench
started emanating, so much
so men and women started receding
finally the two grave diggers, the postmortem
labourer of the IMO, the IMO, two constables and
yours truly were only present.

At the end Dr. V. Saravanapavanathan took the
specimen samples of the liver, kidneys and intes-
tines to be forwarded to the Government Analyst,
and his report was thus:

“I held the postmortem examinations on the
body of a woman after exhumation, she was said to
be one Sudu Hakuruge Gimara aged between 30-36
years, height 5’ 17, well built had not been a virgin,
there were no traces of a pregnancy or an abortion
done. Bed-head ticket issued by the hospital stated
that she has had fever, nausiea, vomiting and diar-
rhoea. Cause of death could have been due to
Pulmonary Fibrosis. There were visible toxic
changes in the liver, kidneys, large and small intes-
tines. Samples from the liver, kidney, stomach and
intestines were taken and sent to Government
Analyst for examination and report”, signed Dr. V.
Saravanapavanathan JMO, Galle.

A week later Grama Sevaka Makandura
informed that both Lansina and Carolis left their
present house to reside at Beliatte. Subsequently
GS Makandura informed me that one Magilin of
Andapana Estate had told two women that Lansina
had poisoned Gimara and killed her. Magilin was
brought to the police station and she was grilled.
She stated that about two months back Lansina
told her that Gimara had one day complained that
she was sick and opted to stay at home, while
Lansina and her husband Carolis came to work.
Around 10.30 am Lansina had noticed that her hus-
band was not to be seen and she came to their
house and saw the front door closed. She had wait-
ed in hiding. After about five minutes her husband
was seen coming out of the house having opened
the door. When he went away Lansina noticed that
Gimara too coming out of the same house. Without
making a fuss Lansina had kept quiet. After about
aweek Lansina had related this story to Magilin
and had cried and said that she feels like poison-
ing her sister.

There were two shops with permits to sell insec-
ticides in the Kamburupitiya police area. One was

Hendirik

stores and the other

was Tissera Brothers. | went to

Hendirik Stores and met the owner Siyadoris
Appuhamy: He told me that he sold a 4 oz bottle of
Gramaxon to Lansina about two months back, and
when he questioned her as to why she wanted
Gramaxon Lansina said that her husband had got
a paddy field from Sirisena Sedere to work on a
temporary basis. | recorded Siydoris Appuhamy’s
statement and went in search of Sirisena Sedere
and his statement was recorded and he denied hav-
ing ever given any paddy field to Carolis to culti-
vate.

Grama Sevaka, two women constables and |
went to Beliatte traced Lansina brought her to
Kamburupitiya police station and recorded her
statement. Sudu Hakuruge Lansina stated that the
deceased was her younger sister and was staying
with them in the same house. One day Gimara did
not go to work and she felt suspicious. Around
10.00 am she noticed that her husband who was
working close by was also missing from the place
of work. She immediately came close to their
house and stayed watching the house. The door
that was closed was opened by her husband and he
went away. After about three minutes her sister too
came out from the same house. When she saw this
she did not know what to do and went back to
work. But did not show either of them that she saw
them together inside the house.

One day in the evening when her sister com-
plained of a headache she left her house went to
Hendirik Stores and bought a bottle of
“Gramaxone” and gave Gimara two tea spoon full
at six pm and nine pm diluted in coffee and told
her sister that she brought some medicine from the
doctor. Late that night she was crying in pain and
was vomiting. The following morning she was
admitted to Andepana Hospital and died five days
later. She also told me that she had buried the bot-
tle of Gramaxone behind a plantain tree, having
covered same with polythene paper and she could
point-out the place where it was buried. Later she
took me to the place where the bottle of

Gramaxone was buried and showed it to
me. | took same as a production.

| produced her in the Magistrate’s courts,
Matara, and got her remanded, also | produced the
bottle consisting of Gramaxone which | had recov-
ered from Lansina’s garden and moved courts to
send same to the Government Analyst to see
whether contents of the bottle match the chemi-
cals traced in the autopsy report that had been the
cause of the death.

| prosecuted this case in the magistrate’s courts
in Matara and after a lengthy non summary pro-
ceeding the magistrate committed this case to be
heard in Supreme Court, Galle.

After lapse of about one and a half years this
case came up in the Supreme Court, Galle, before
Justice Ismail. The Crown Counsel who conducted
this case had done his homework well. He first led
the evidence of Piyadasa Kandambi GS, followed
by the JIMO, Dr. V. Saravanapavanathan, the
Government Analyst, Siyadoris Appuhamy ,
Magilin and lastly of yours truly and closed the
case for the prosecution.

The defense counsel did not call the accused to
the dock to give evidence.

The members of the jury were English speaking
and Justice Ismail explained the privileges of sec-
tion 27 of Evidence Ordinance to the jury, where it
says “a policeman who records an accused state-
ment and in the course of this statement if a
weapon of offence or any such article is recovered,
this is admissible in evidence if no threat, induce-
ment or promise had been made to the accused.”

The jury retired and resumed after about | 1/2
hour and the foreman of the jury informed court
that the jury has brought an unanimous verdict of
guilty.

On the face of this Justice Ismail passed a jail
sentence of 10 years on Lansina.

When | went to attend magistrate’s court two
weeks later in Matara | met Grama Sevaka
Makandura. He told me that about four days back
Carolis, Lansina’s husband, brought a new mis-
tress to their old house at Makandura and are liv-
ing there as husband and wife now.
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