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Bonjour: Da Lat Teachers College reflects architecture popular in eastern France.

by Minh Thu
Viet Nam News/ ANN

icknamed Le Petit Paris,

Da Lat City in the Central

Highlands of Viet Nam is
known as the most vibrant exam-
ple of French colonial architecture
in Indochina.

Around 1,000 buildings in the
city are hailed as typical examples
of French architecture at the end
of the 19th century, with the city's
different facades illustrating styles
from various regions across
France.

When French colonialists
invaded Viet Nam, they sent many
talented architects to build up the
country. Many headed to Province
of Lam Dong's Da Lat city, attract-
ed by the temperate climate and
surrounding countryside.

During the reign of Paul
Dumer, Indochinese General
Governor between 1897 and 1902,
Paul Champoudry, mayor of the
city, employed a team of well
known architects including Ernest
Hebrard (1875-1933), Mondet,
J.Lagisquet and L.G Pineau to Da
Lat.

Up to 1949, over 1,000 residen-
tial buildings were constructed,
each one unique and in harmony
with its surroundings. None of
these houses exceeded three floors.

A walk through the town is like
a small tour of early colonial
architectural fashions from across
France. Tran Hung Dao Street fol-
lows the architectural style popu-
lar in northern France with its
wooden walls and more demure
fronts.

Turn onto Co Giang Street and
the streets are lined with small
castles, typical of the south-east-
ern regions.

A housing estate on Quang
Trung Street illustrates the char-
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cogwheel system is designed for
steep slopes and has a locomotive
with a centre cogwheel that
engages with a cogged centre rail.
The train ride reveals a panoramic
view of Da Lat and the surround-
ing beauty of the Central
Highlands. In 2001, Da Lat Train
Station became the only building
of its Kind to gain recognition as a
national historical monument.

Because the rail route origi-
nates in Da Lat, it is reserved for
tourist travel only, says Ngo Minh
Chau, director of the station.
"French architects designed the
station based on the shape of
Langbiang Mountain. That's why it
symbolises the city;" he says." Local
government has spent VND800 mil-
lion (nearly US$45,700) on restoring
four carriages from steam trains
produced by Japan around 1936, he
says.

Palace royale

Another favourite architectural
feature in the town is King Bao
Dai's palace on Trieu Viet Vuong
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acter of houses in the south of
France with tiled roofs. Other con-
structions, including Da Lat
Station and Grand Lycee Yersin
School (1935) now known as Da Lat
Teachers College show architec-
ture popular in eastern France.

Train-shaped station

One of the town's most famous
architectural features is Da Lat
Train Station, designed in 1936
and completed in 1938 by two
French architects Moncet and
Reveron.

One of the reasons why the sta-
tions is so popular with tourists is
because it is shaped like a train.
The station was designed distinct-
ly in western style, but also has
some characteristics of a Central
Highlands communal building
with its high and steeply sloping
roof. It is decorated with stained-
glass windows and arched ceilings.
The three roofs represent the three
peaks of Langbiang Mountain, the
symbol of Da Lat city.

The Da Lat line stretches 84km
long through high mountain passes
to Trai Mat Station, to the north. A
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Street. Located on a forest-covered
hill, the palace was built over the
period 1933 to 1937 as a summer
holiday house for the King, the last
one of Nguyen dynasty.

The palace was designed by
architects Hebrard and Huynh Tan
Phat with detailed ornamental gar-
dens.

The palace has two floors. The
first was built to host feasts and
welcome guests and officials. All
the bedrooms for each of the royal
family are upstairs. Their portraits
were hung on walls in the palace.
Remnants of the king's enthusiasm
for hunting are scattered around
the palace, including a tiger skin
rug and elephant tusks.

One of the most popular parts
of the palace for tourists is the bal-
cony outside the king's bedroom,
named Lau Vong Nguyet (balcony
to watch the moon). From the bal-
cony, tourists can see over the
many red roof villas in the pine
tree forest and down into the val-
ley: the perfect spot to survey the
spirit of French design that still
lingers in the landscape.
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Bollywood reacts on
Slumdog’s success at the Oscars

Anil Kapoor: We have no
words to express our feeling!
Very few movies have per-
formed so well! None of us
really imagined it would ever
happen to Slumdog. Films
like ‘Gone with the Wind’
have gotten so many awards.
Everyone is surprised at the
talent India has. | really
thought it was an Indian
function. It had to be a very
happy ending! Everyone is so
thrilled...the whole world
has loved it. We must think
globally now.

Sajid Khan: | wish
Gulzar sahib was also at the
awards. | am very happy for
Danny Boyle.

Rakeysh Omprakash
Mehra: | am proud and so
happy that it’'s A.R. He
brought north and south
India together when he start-
ed composing music and now
he has successfully bridged
the gap between the east and
the west. It’s incredible!
There are more people in the
west who know him now
than they know about his
work.

Preity Zinta: It is a fan-
tastic day for everyone. It is

It's a proud moment for the entire
India after Slumdog Millionaire espe-
cially AR Rahman'’s spectacular win
at the Oscar’s. Check out how
Bollywood and few politcians react
to the win.

awesome and had to happen.
Rahman is a very humble
and sweet man. He was
knocking on the door for so
long. He had done excellent
music for Lagaan too. Gulzar
can write lyrics you cannot
even think of.

Kamal Hassan: Rahman

“LAND &

does not let you know he is
so good. You can’t but look at
India now. Hollywood-
Bollywood tie up is the way
forward.

Mohit Chauhan: It is
very encouraging. Rahman is
a great inspiration for all the
musicians in the country.
And it’s a great honour also.
Our films are going places
and so is our music. We can
look ahead to good times.

Farhan Akhtar: This is
definitely a spotlight on
India now. You can’t help but
call it an Indian film. Film
has connected with lots of
people. It has been shot and
directed really well.

Usha Uthap: | am proud
of him. He is a good friend.

Prabhu Deva: | had goose
bumps. Everyone in
Tamilnadu is so happy!

Sonam Kapoor: Dad was
looking very handsome!

Asha Bhosle: Rahman is
very close to me.

Prime Minister
Manmohan Singh: Slumdog
team has done India proud.

Politician P.
Chidambaram: No taxation
for his win.

he Second Rhythm

World Dancesport

Competition of the
Rhythm World Dance Studio
was held in a colourful man-
ner on February 1, 2009.

This year’s competition
saw something special in that
the adjudicator was Ms.
Aleena Tan from Singapore - a
renowned Latin American &
ballroom dancing teacher and
Dancesport organizer and
adjudicator. She is also the
official examiner of Rhythm
World Dance Studio as at
January, 2009.

Ms. Aleena Tan is also the
president of the Singapore
Ballroom Dance Teachers’
Association, vice president of
the Asia Pacific Dance &
Dancesport Council and an
esteemed examiner of the
Federal Association of
Teachers of Dancing with
almost 40 years’ experience in
the field of dancing.

The competition consisted
of different dances in various
categories - The Beginners,
Intermediate Seniors,
Intermediate and Amateur
Level. This year’s competi-

tion saw a special category -
The Parent-child ; which was
very touching in nature and
enjoyed by all.

Judging from the response
and applause of the spectators,
everyone present felt that the
show was not only greatly
entertaining but of a high
competitive standard with all
competitors of all categories
displaying a high sense of ded-
ication and skill in their danc-
ing techniques. In fact, the
adjudicator, in her address to
the participants, commended
them for the high standard dis-
played in showing their
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prowess in the various danc-
ing techniques.

The highlight of the
evening was when, after the
results of the competitions
were announced, all the com-
petitors and the audience took
to the floor in a dance session.

An onlooker could easily
discern the homely atmos-
phere and spontaneous enjoy-
ment on the faces of both
young and old. The climax
was when the adjudicator her-
self, joined in the dancing and
danced the ‘baila’ which she
admitted she thoroughly
enjoyed it.
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