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10th anniversary of St.

Joseph’s Pre-school, Mutwal

by Lakshika Benjamin

y gratitude and thanks

to the Almighty God for

helping our school com-
plete its 10 years successfully. |
firmly believe that the Lord’s
method to accomplish His goal on
earth is always a man. The
Almighty God has been very mer-
ciful in blessing our school in the
form of the Catholic De La Salle
Brothers (teaching order) who
are managing many leading
schools in Sri Lanka.

It is interesting to go through
memory lane and find out how
this school started. Way back in
1998, God planted a vision in the
heart of Rev. Bro. Peiris
Rajendira to start a nursery in
Mutuwal. Although the St.
Joseph’s Novitiate (the Mother
House of the De La Salle
Brothers) had been naturally
endowed with scenic beauty, he
had the challenging task of find-
ing a suitable location to get his
dream going. The present beauti-
ful nursery was then a changing
room of the brothers and also a
poultry farm. Although it looked
a formidable task, Bro Rajan took
up the challenge and relentlessly
pursued his dream, leaving no
stone unturned in his venture to
clear the place. The Rock House
Army camp gave him a helping
hand with the special unit of the
CCMP. After much effort and toil,
in the year 1999 (February 22nd),
the school started with nine chil-
dren on roll.

Today, the school has nearly 80
students, with a three year pro-
gramme for the children - begin-
ning with the playgroup
(Toddlers) The medium of
instruction is English. The chil-
dren start with play school and
gradually go onto reading and
writing. In the second year, they
are introduced to a Second
Language of their choice. The
school emphasizes more on a con-
fident personality, character for-
mation and an enjoyable time of
learning. Spiritual values are
taught to the children, giving an

equal share of respect for each natural landscaping, with its the foundations in learning, so We give all the glory and all
other and all religions, regardless shady trees and a beautifully laid that kids face their grade | inter- the honour to the Lord for the
of caste or creed. Although itisa out garden, has many pets in the views with comfort and ease. great work He has done
Christian school, admissions are form of birds, rabbits, tortoises We thank God for blessing through His Creation.

open to all. Cultural values and and a friendly dog . From the this school with Rev. Bro. Raj as I wish St. Joseph’s Pre-

respect for all is fostered from a
tender age in the form of cele-
brating many religious functions,
beginning with Vesak, Ramazan,

Deepavali and Christmas. The
parents of the respective reli-
gions organize these functions
with the school, along with the
co-operation of the other parents.
It is a truly touching sight to see
all the parents and children unit-
edly joining with fervour the
many religious functions that are
celebrated on a grand scale.
Other important functions are
Mothers’ Da, Fathers’ Day and
Teachers’ Day where the children
honour these very important peo-

walk in shy and timid, walk out
confident. Cleanliness, personal
hygiene and a good rapport with
peers and teachers is fostered in
the class. The school closes with
a year - end Charity / Christmas
programme. The children are
taught to share and care for the
needy and less priviledged chil-
dren. It is heartening to see the
wholehearted participation of
all the parents in the form of dry
rations, childrens’ stationery
and many other useful items
which are shared on a one - to -

ple in their lives. Every other

From the 10th anniversary celebrations

year the children participate in a
concert where they display their
talents. They are also trained to
face a public speech exam twice
within the three years, the main
aim being to master the art of
confidently facing an examiner at
avery young age. The curriculum
is interspaced with relaxation,
such as dancing and music. The

entrance, any visitor would be
drawn instantly to the natural
settings, blessed by mother
nature, to the kids. Children, who

one basis with less priviledged
children who are invited for this
programme.

The school is blessed with a
team of dedicated staff who take
utmost care to ensure that the
childrens’ stay at school is an
enjoyable and memorable one.
Lots of love and care is show-
ered on the children, along with

the founder who selflessly dedi-
cated himself, striving to main-
tain very good standards. His
hard work and toil has reaped in

hundredfold the prestigious
position that the school has
reached today. His warm smile
and easy disposition drew the
hearts of most parents and chil-
dren. His love for children and
dedication to the cause has
resulted in many parents clam-
ouring to get a place for their
kids in the now famous “St.
Joseph’s Pre-School”.

After a period of nine years,
the present Director Rev. Bro.
Nimal Gurusinghe, also a for-
mer director of St. Benedict’s
College, has taken over the
school since the last year. Bro
Gurusinghe, too, possessing the
special quality of loving little
children, has, within a short
period done his utmost with con-
tinuing the good work started
and has also extended the
boundaries of creating a friend-
ly and comfortable atmosphere
for the kids. I’'m sure the Lord
saw him a fitting candidate to
take over and expand the min-
istry of educating little chil-
dren. | wish him every success
in his future plans in improving
the nursery.

The school is thankful to the
loving and supportive parents
who have co-operated and
extended more than a fair share
of helping hands to improve the
quality of the school. I wish
them and their families God’s
choicest blessings. A special
word of thanks to the two
Provincial Visitors, Rev. Bro
Baptist Croos and Rev. Bro
Henry Dissanayake, for their
wholehearted support during
the 10 years that we completed.

| pray that God brings many
more young people to serve
under the Ministry of the De La
Salle Brothers to reach out and
touch the lives of many chil-
dren.

Once again | thank God the
Almighty for blessing the work
of many hands as it is rightly
said in His word.

“Unless the Lord builds the
house, they labour in vain who
build it” Psalm 127 verse 1.

School many more years of suc-
cess and fruitful ministry in
the field of childhood educa-
tion.
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War heroes:
Samanthilaka,
““ _Nuwan and

" Sandun

‘Thisara
Geethaya’
at Janakala
Kendra

In aid of the Thidora the-
atre to uplift the commu-
nication skills of children
with autistic spectrum dis-
order and multiple disabil-
ities, ‘Thisara Geethaya’
directed by Ramani
Damayanthi will be held
on March 12 at 6.15pm
at Janakala Kendra
Auditorium,
Pelawatte,
Battaramulla.

Directress Ramani Damayanthi
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