German Electronic Music
Band: ‘Mouse on Mars’

he Goethe-institut Sri

Lanka, in collabora-

tion with Barefoot
Gallery, presents German
Electronic Music Band,
Mouse on Mars, at the

Barefoot Gallery, 704,

Galle Road, Colombo 04
on Tuesday, April 07 at

7.00 p.m.
Mouse on Mars, founded
in 1993 by Germans, Jan
St. Werner and Andi
Toma, are said to be pio-
neers of electronic music.

They were the first to

spread to the world
Germany’s booming elec-

sampler.

tronic scene, which had
long since emerged from
the shadow of its over-
lords, the band Kraftwerk.
Mouse on Mars have
chalked up success in
England, Japan and the
United States. They have
prepared the ground for a
whole generation of musi-
cians toiling at the inter-
sections between dance
floor and independent
rock, between ambient
and dub and techno and
house, between guitar and

Mouse on Mars insist on

situating their own work

in the midst of the multi-
farious is made up of Jan.
St. Werner: Effects,

Keyboard

Andi Toma: Effects,
Keyboard, Dodo NKkishi:
Percussion.

‘Hate circuit’ found In brain

ove and hate both stem
from the same source
within the brain, scien-

tists have found.

Confirming the adage
that the conflicting emotions
are two sides of the same
coin, a team from University
College London has discov-
ered that they rely on the
same structures in the mind.
regions
known as the putamen and
insula which are linked to

Both

include

aggression and disgust.

Professor
who led the brain scan study;,
said: “Hate is often consid-
ered to be an evil passion that
should, in a better world, be

Semir

Zeki,

tamed, controlled, and eradi-

published in PLo0S
One, said:
“Significantly, the
putamen and insula

are also both activated
by romantic love. This
is not surprising. The
putamen could also be
involved in the prepa-
ration of aggressive
acts in a romantic con-

text, as
when a

in situations
rival presents

a danger.
“Previous studies
have suggested that

the

insula may be

involved in responses
to distressing stimuli,
and the viewing of

both a

loved and a

cated. Yet to the biologist, hate is a
passion that is of equal interest to
love.

“Like love, it is often seeming-
ly irrational and can lead individ-
uals to heroic and evil deeds. How
can two opposite sentiments lead
to the same behaviour?”

During the study scientists dis-
covered what they described as a
“hate circuit” - distinct areas of
the brain that became active when
confronted by a detested figure.

The research involved Prok
Zeki’s team scanning 17 male and
female volunteers who were

“neutral” faces.

Previously, the same team had
carried out a similar study of peo-
ple viewing pictures of their
romantic partners.

The “hate circuit” was found
to include structures important
for generating aggressive behav-
iour and translating angry
thought into action.

It also involved a part of the
frontal cortex critical to predict-
ing the actions of others.

The putamen and insula are
two distinct structures in the sub-
cortex, which lies behind the cere-

hated face may constitute such a
distressing signal.”

He added that while love led to
the deactivation of an area associ-
ated with judgment, hate did not
have a similar effect.

“The hater may want to exer-
cise judgment in calculating
moves to harm, injure or other-

wise extract revenge,” he
explained.
Prof Zeki said some of the

activity varied according to how
much “hate” a volunteer felt, sug-
gesting the emotion could be
objectively quantified.

shown pictures of
they hated, as well as familiar

individuals

bral cortex, or “thinking” region.
Prof Zeki, whose findings are
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Researchers found that some insects, such as honey bees, do seem to put the interests of their group above their

own selfish interests

Bees a
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A

nd ants

are ‘model

citizen

ees and ants have long been
B recognised as tireless work-

ers, but new research today
suggests they can also behave like
selfless model citizens.

A study has found that some
bees and ants do operate in the
best interests of the group to
which they belong - creating a
“superorganism” — and can even
sacrifice their lives for the greater
good of their community.

But scientists at the
Universities of Edinburgh and
Oxford found the same could not
be said for other animal group-
ings, such as herds of bison or
shoals of fish.

In those instances, where indi-
vidual animals appear to be act-
ing like team players, they are
actually putting their own inter-
ests first, researchers found.

Dr Andy Gardner, of the
University of Edinburgh’s School
of Biological Sciences, explained
that theories about the existence
of superorganisms — where many
individuals work within a self-
sustaining social unit for a com-
mon purpose — have been much
maligned over the years.

He also argued that theories
about superorganisms have been
“overstretched”, for example by
those who suggest that human
beings act as part of one giant
unit.

Dr Gardner said of his
research: “On the one hand we’re
saying that the theory does have
some place. On the other hand,

Dr Andy Gardner, of
the University of
Edinburgh’s School of
Biological Sciences,
explained that theories
about the existence of
superorganisms —
where many individu-
als work within a self-
sustaining social unit
for a common purpose
— have been much
maligned over the
years.

we’re saying let’s be careful about
how we use it.”

The researchers studied the
way in which co-operative groups
of animals evolve, using mathe-
matical models.

They found that some insects,
such as honey bees and leafcutter

GUIDE

ants, do seem to put the interests
of their group above their own
selfish interests.

“Looking at a honey bee hive, it
does strike you as being like an
organism,” he said.

“What we’ve done is show for-
mal mathematical backing for
that idea.”

Dr Gardner believes that the
honey bee’s behaviour is con-
trolled by an efficient form of
“policing”, which suppresses con-
flict between individuals within
the group.

This means that the bees are
united in a common purpose —
ensuring the survival of the
queen bee’s offspring.

Dr Gardner said: “If you look
at honey bee workers, they don’t
have much opportunity for mat-
ing, but they can still lay eggs
that can develop into males.

“But when other workers
encounter those eggs, they eat
them.

“It means if you're a worker,
you cannot get ahead by pursuing
your own reproduction, so you
might as well help the queen with
her reproduction.

“In a beehive, the workers are
happy to help the community;,
even to die, because the queen
carries and passes on their
genes.”

But Dr Gardner said his
research also found that superor-
ganisms are rare occurrences in
nature and the term should not be
widely applied to other animal
groupings.

He said: “We often see animals
appearing to move in unison,
such as bison or fish.

“However, what looks like a
team effort is in fact each animal
jostling to get to the middle of the
group to evade predators.

“By contrast, an ant nest or a
beehive can behave as a united
organism in its own right.”

The findings, funded by the
Royal Society, are published in the
Journal of Evolutionary Biology.
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