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How 'Heenmenike' worshiped 'Dalada
Hammuduruwo'

byRajendra Bandara

'Heenmenike was a somewhat
foolish uneducated widow who
lived in our village about 70 years
ago. At that time, there was a
Sacred Tooth Relic exposition in
Kandy. A group of villagers decid-
ed to go to Kandy to worship the
Sacred Tooth Relic and invited
Heenmenike also to join them. She

happily went with them to Kandy;,
worshiped the Dalada
Hamuduruwo (The Sacred Tooth
Relic) and returned home on the
following day.

On her return, a nephew of
Heenmenike asked her,
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("Aunty, did you see the Sacred
Tooth Relic properly?)

The poor lady replied thus:
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(Why not, dressed in a red hat

and halter jacket; with a flowing

beard. | went closer and worshiped
him) Alas! Heenmenike has mistak-

en "Diyawadana Nilame" for
"Dalada Hammuduruwo".

Overnight star

says she's

handling
attention

LONDON (AP) - Singing
sensation Susan Boyle says
she's untroubled by people
drawing contrasts between her
angelic voice and dowdy image
after she was thrust into the
international spotlight.

The unlikely star, who
sprung to fame after her
appearance on a British tele-
vised talent competition
became an online hit, said she
loves the attention and isn't
bothered by those who poke fun
at her unpolished appearance.

"It goes with the territory,"
Boyle told the Associated Press
on Friday. "It doesn't bother
me."

In a telephone interview
from her home in the Scottish
town of Blackburn, Boyle did
express some impatience with
questions over her love life:
The 47-year-old Scot raised eye-
brows when she told a British
television audience on
Saturday that she'd "never been
kissed."

"It was said as a joke, not an
advert. Can we move on?"
Boyle said, laughing. And as
for the flood of attention - with
fans and even competition
judge Piers Morgan offering to
give her a peck - Boyle said

she's flattered,
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but isn't letting
herself be car-
ried away.

"If people
want to Kkiss
me, it has to be
controlled,”
she said, still
chuckling.

Morgan
took part in an
interview
Boyle via satellite with U.S.
cable channel CNN. He asked
her to have dinner with him in
London - and she accepted -
according to a transcript
released ahead of her appear-
ance Friday night on "Larry
King Live."

The talent judge also apolo-
gised to Boyle not giving "any-
thing like the respect we
should have" until she began to
sing. "l had never heard a more
surprising, extraordinary
voice coming out of somebody
so unexpected," Morgan said.

Boyle, on CNN, asserted
that she wouldn't be opting for
a new look. "Why should |
change?" she said, according to
the transcript. But she conced-
ed, when King mentioned that
she's been receiving a lot of fan

viewed more
YouTube.(AP)

Susan Boyle, who's performance on the tele-
vision show "Britain's Got Talent" wowed the
judges, gives the thumbs up at her home in
Blackburn, Scotland, Thursday April 16,
2009. The frumpy 47-year-old, who says
she's never been kissed, has gained celebri-
ty fans and millions of admirers - including a
fair number of men - since appearing on the
show. Her fame has been fuelled by new
technology, with a clip of her performance

than 12 million times on

mail: "l certainly won't be lone-
ly anymore."

The massive media atten-
tion being lavished on Boyle
virtually guarantees her a spot
in the final rounds of
"Britain's Got Talent,” the U.K.
version of "America's Got
Talent."

Bookmakers are betting on
it: Ladbrokes slashed their
odds from 11/10 to 1/2 that the
Scottish chanteuse would
make it out as the eventual
winner. Paddy Power cut their
odds on a Boyle victory to 5/6.

Simon Cowell, who judges
the show alongside Morgan
and actress Amanda Holden,
had to go on British morning
television to remind viewers
that the competition wasn't a
"one horse race."

byG. A. D. Sirimal

story "Bussing around Forty Years", prompts
me to relate a few of the many such experi-
ences, travelling by bus and train.

It was a Monday morning and as usual we
office workers wear well- laundered trousers and
shirts to go to our places of work. | was boarded
with another friend at Homagama and we together
take the K.V. narrow gauge train in the mornings.
This day, in a hurry, my friend forgot to fix the
'studs' to his trouser. Those days, before the intro-
duction if 'zips' "studs" were used to keep the two
flaps of the trouser together. My friend who was
mindful, and kept his hands always covering that
area. When the train arrived, my friend sat near a
window facing me and happily we travelled, when
at Baseline Road Railway Station a girl whom we
see daily taking the same train got in. As there was
no seat, she stood between us, holding the rack
above my friend’s head, with her 'hanky' in her
hand. As the train moved a short distance, for the
jerk of the engine, her 'hanky’ fell right on to my
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friends lap. Seeing this | drew the attention of my
friend who was looking out of the window.
Thinking that the trouser flap was open, he gently,
looking out of the window, tucked the 'Dainty
Hanky' into his trouser, much to the amusement of
other passengers who noticed it, and the girl's
embarrassment. Approaching the Maradana
Railway Station, | pulled my friend out of the com-
partment, though it was not our destination and
walked along the platform. The train moved and
when my friend started to walk, the 'hanky’ fell
through his trouser and wafted away due to the
draft of the moving train. Since then my friend
avoided taking this particular train. We did not
know whether the pretty girl did the same to avoid
embarrassment in facing us.

The second incident is when | shifted my board-
ing and moved to Dehiwala. | take the bus daily to
Fort and as the bus starts from Dehiwala, | make a
hurried rush to get a seat. There was a pretty girl,
conscious of her beauty, who takes the same bus
and on this day, | happened to sit next to her. From
the time she sat she showed discomfort as if some
contagious disease, much to my annoyance and
embarrassment as most of the passengers noticed

it. We bought our tickets to Fort and as the bus
stopped at Roxy theatre bus halt, and old beggar all
over her body clad in rag got in and | hurriedly got
up, helped her to occupy my seat. The pretty girl
looked ferociously at me as if to say 'could slap
you'. At Wellawatte main bus halt, she got off,
although her destination was Fort. Enjoying the
practical joke | played which other passengers too
understood and enjoyed, | proceeded and got down
at Millers halt and for the 'heck of it' | waited, as |
knew that the girl would follow in another bus.
Sure enough, before long she was seen getting
down from the bus, right in front of me. With a
broad smile, | walked away. Since then she avoided
me by not getting into the same bus I travel.
Incidently, a youngster, while getting down pat me
on the back and said 'well done machan'.

The next incident or episode gives me enough
pleasure and satisfaction. | married, built a house
at Boralesgamuwa and came to reside. By that time
I had my own conveyance but some days | take the
bus. Those days, the bus stand at Boralesgamuwa
was at the present Boralesgamuwa police station.
Some days when | take the bus an elderly gentle-
man, clad in an immaculately white national dress,
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inquiringly looks at me. A few such meetings
passed and one day | had to stand next to him in
the queue, giving me the same look, this old gent
was bold enough to ask me 'Mahattaya,
Nawalapitiya indalada’' (Sir, are you from
Nawalapitiya)? to which I replied in the affirma-
tive. He introduced himself as Goonatilaka who
was at Nawalapitiya long years back, working in a
Divisional Government office. Giving a good look, |
recognised him and my memories flashed back to
the day when he brought his pretty bride and intro-
duced her to my mother, requesting her to look
after her. When he had to go to Colombo on some
official work, she spends the day with my mother,
sometimes at night she sleeps at our place. My
mother really liked her and treated her as her own
daughter. Meeting him in Boralesgamuwa had an
advantage, as he was well respected and recognised
person, where | as a new comer to Boralesgamuwa
could go to him for any assistance as at that time,
outsiders who came to reside in Boralesgamuwa
were termed 'Pita Gang Karayas' which really hap-
pened. | am happy that | met him and his family
and paid my last respects and gratitude, by attend-
ing their funerals, some years back.
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