Digital

Scandals

From the Philippines to Viet Nam to
Indonesia, stolen sexual digital
shots of university students, artistes
or politicians are multiplied by the
hundreds and sold in the streets

Michael Tan in Manila
Philippine Daily Inquirer/ ANN

ate last year | was conmnssioned by an
Lirterrﬂia‘d goup, the Sxudity Riicy

Watch, to do a paper on Sexudity ina
Hgh Tech Age as part of a goba exchange
around Sexual ity and Geopolitics . Hgh-tech
here neant digita techndoges that include
nobi | e phones, MR players, digita caneras
and, forenost, the Internet.

| wsh | hed the space to dscuss dl the

findings, vhich | presented at a conference in
Ha Noi recently, but even several col unms

probably would not be adequate, given that
there vas just so nouch to look at.

| dd vat to shere an interesting of fshoot
of the session where ny paper was di scussed
adthisves the prdiferation of scadds ds-

tribued through dgta nedia, nainly V@Ds
and D35 and upl caded files on the Internet.

About two years ago, in another research
on keywords used around sexuality, | wade
about how scandal appeared in so nany
titles of Flipino Xraed videos. | nentioned
these scandalous Vvideos again in ny paper
ondgta technd ogies.

The titles generdly refer to schods (e g,
B La SHle scandd, Wlhiversity of the
Fhilippines scandal) or to cities and provi nces
(e.g., Mndal uyong scandal, Dunaguete
scandal, Panpanga scandal). The videos are
supposed y stdendigtd shats of student sin
vel |, scandd ous situations, wudly taken by
the nadle partner who then reproduces the
fod age for the ertire vorld

The videos are sdd dl over the country for
as low as 10 pesos (20 WS cents) eech,
sonetines wth several
scaxdd filns on one
VD or DD Lately,
these scandal videos
have even been con-
verted into M3 fornat
ad are | oaded into cell
phones, together wth
other Xrated naterids,
locd ad internetiond .

Vi et Nam
I ndonesi an scandal s

The scandals video
took up only a fewlines
inny paper but took on
new significance when
another speaker in ny
panel , Vi et nanmese
socidogist Kwet Thu
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POSTER BOY: Hong Kong actor and Cantopop artiste Edison Chen apologises on national television after pictures of him and
his girlfriend in scandalous situations leaked on the internet

video (again, supposedy by boyfriends) and
then distributed in the DD bl ack narket and
posted on the Internet. In the Fhilippines,
there have been sinmilar videos supposedy
wth local actors and actresses but these have
generally been proven to have used | ook-
alikes rather than the cel ebrities thensel ves,
wth nothing comng out of the alleged scan-
dal's except for a fewgossip col unms.

The Vietnanese ceelrities ddnt get of f
ligtly, wth the goverment actually interven-
ing and arresting them Qe was even sen-
tenced to 18 nonths in a reeducation centre
for sex vorkers. Two of the cel ebrities eventu-
aly mgated oversess, in ef fect beconing
sexual refugees . Hong did nention that in
one case, the celebrity vas eventud ly abl e to
cone back into filns and becane even nore
popul ar .

Hong explained that the strong and harsh
response of the Vietnanese governnent to
these videos is tied to the vay filmst as ae
put up as rol e nodel s i n conmuni st countri es.
In such coutries, filmstars are inport at in
propaganda and public infornation cam

determined to change the world, inpat
knowedge and all that. Sex? No, we don't
have tine for that and that incl udes crazy peo-
ple like nyself who spend so nuch tine
researching and preparing papers about sex-
wity.

Srry if | mstraying bu Dede s pant is
that WP Sandal and U Skandal videos are
sod ey s ways of poking fun at acadenic insti -
tuions, anast like hey, stop pretending
youre asexud. | d add here that they re nat
just parodies but hyperbole, showng stu-
dents not just having sex bt wid, wld sex

There mght be asimlar logc to the scan-
dal s naned af ter dties A first | thogt thet
naybe it was associ ated wth cities known for
thar redligt dstrids, as in Sbic Sandd,
bt nest of the aher titles dnt fdlowths
lagc

S, coddthese city scanda s be a vay of
saying that urbanismbrings about nore sex
and nore scandal s? Maybe, but naybe not.
Note that there are also scandal videos
naned af ter provinces, wthtitleslike Srigo
Scandal  that have no rhyne or reason either.

era ready to shoot?

The dgtal caneras are feared even nore
inrelation to stignatized encounters: prenar -
id, etraarita, sane-sex, pad sex, kirky
sex. Hwsure are you that your boyfriend or
grifriendisnt paning to Hackmail you later
wth stden footage of such adventures?
Utinately, the lessonis simpple just dnt do
it

The fears arent unfounded. In 1986, a
hi gh-ranki ng nener of the | ndonesian politi -
cd paty Gkar had to resign af ter video
copies circulated showng himcavorting wth
a dangdut dancer dangdut being a rather
sensual dance acconpanied by druns and
other nusica instrunents that go dang dang,
dt di.

The Indonesian pditician pad dearly for
hHs dgta dangdut indiscretion ad had to
resign. Guld such a thing happen in the
Fhilipanes?| doudt it. Al theRlipropditidan
woud have to do is clamthe sugect isa
look-alike. He might even wn a few nore
votes for being so nacho. Ay, bt in the
Fhilipares, dgta scadds pale in conpai -

tbng, presented a paigns, and need to keep a whol esone Per haps thee s nothing significat about  sontored-verld | apses, oops, | nean, scan-
case study around the inage. Appearing in an Xrated video which the cities and provinces naned. Wat s s
thene of dgtad tech- Can now be dissemnated wdely because of inportant is the vord scandd , a narketing
nol ogi es. She chose to  dgta techndoges is therefare tatdly uec-  tod thet panders to the voyewrismthat drives
focus on, you guessed Ceptdie the porno narket. In fact, | ve d scovered that
it, Vietnanese video In the open forum that followed, Dede the scandd video dscs are actudly just rot d -
scandals. She referred  CGtono, an Indonesian socia scientist, nen- ed around at random so a FM(a Mnila col -
to the scandals by tionedthet inlndonesiathereis asoanarket lege) Scandal package might actudly yield
nunbers (e.g., Scanda for  scadd  videos, and like in the exactly the sane video as one you get froma
1, Sadd 2, ad | Filippines, these are associated wth schod s Zanboanga Scandal package.
found ot later those (89, U Sandd , U refering to the B acknai |
vere the actud titles. Wiversity of Indonesia), agan wth clains Inths dgta age the rise of so nany of
tong talked about thet the clandestine shots were of students these scandd filns nay actudly be, para-
three videos invdving Dede nentioned the videos in still another dodcdly, a nardity tod, warning people
popul ar young actress- context, andthisis the sexud conservatismof  about the perils of the new technd ogies.
es wvhose trysts had the upper classes, especialy of intellectuds Dgta caneras are snall, and easily hidden
been caught on digita awpeopleinuniversities, vhowvant toproject or canouflaged. Do you trust your boyfriend
an inage of gravity, o being serioss ad (a grlfried s) cdl phone wth a bult-in cam
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