2 LeisureT).....coe

.{"’_"‘

|
'*'EJ- h-ﬂ-

An Account of Dlvmg

Adventure 1n bali

Arief Suhardiman The Jakarta Post/ANN

Wen divers see calmwaters on a sunny day, it isasif
they are being cd led forth to heaven to enjoy the narine
paradi se bel ow

\Wen ve arrived at Tu anen, one of BAli s nast fre-
quented diving spats, the vater was ca mand there vas a
ligt breeze of refreshing wnd

Nture s beautiful wel cone nore than nade up for our
2.5 hour drive fromSanur, vhere ve had spent the night.
@&tingou o theca, there vas a strong buzz of excite-
nent anong us.

Qr diving guide fromBali Scuba, Cris, seened to
sense our nounting enthusiasmand tried to speed up
preparations for or adveture Bt he still needed to stick
to the procedure. He expared the dving plan o te the
usual dos and don t s lridimg

W aegingtodwe a thefdlovng spats: the LB
Liberty Shipweck, Gra Grden and the Dop G f, re
said, pointing to the udervater nap.

S Liberty shi pweck
We wval ked sone | oomal ong the sandy beach fromthe
Paradi se Resort, our base canp, to begin our adverture,
dvingtothe etry parnt site
Gris reminded us to va k carefully vhen ve vere

approachi ng the edge of the beach, vhich vas full of vd -
canc stones as hig as addt sfid.

A lesst Ddversvisit thedvingsite chly. They usua |y
cane in groups and the nust-see spot wvas the shi pweck
location

The WS Li berty shipweck, which was torpedoed by the
Japanese arny during World W 11, dtred s dvers to
Tul anben.  Those vho prefer snorkel ing can enjoy the ship
stern for it is oy locaed sone 6 neters uder the vaer
suface wth average visibility of 12mto 30m

Hstory has it the ship, vihich suk in Lonbok veters,
ves about to be toned to Sngarga port in North Bl but
as Sngargja was a ready occupi ed by Japan arny, tre
shipweck vas rerouted to Tul anbben beach.

Munt Agung s poverfu vd canic eruption in 1963
pu led the shipweck degper to the sesbed-its present
hone-vihere it is heavily covered wth anenone, gorgoni an
ad cord .

\Wen ve reached the shipweck, tw schods of bright,
silver trevdly fish siampast ls as if pardlirgtheste
They perfectly contrasted wth the dark sand.

Hidreds of trevaly noved incirdes. They swam
around the shipweck and did not seemafraid of us.
Local Iy known as kuve, the treva ly even approached
sone divers. Gris got an anazi ng vel cone fromsur -
geonfish that swarned him as if performing their vel com

ing dance. Fshes in Tul anben are indeed friendy and
recogi se no fear-ulike in aher less visited dving spat s

| renenered when | got a sinlar warmwel cone from
a schod o snall fishes in Buneken, North Siavesi. It ves
a pricel ess nonent. The fishes not only danced around
ne but they dso kissed ny dving nask.

S wen | sawvhat heppened to. Qris, | lifted ny
underwat er cangra and began pressing its shutter rel ease
to capture the preci ous nonent and other beauties near -

If we observed careful |y enough, we cou d spat ikan
sebel ah (fl ounders) and bl ue-spotted stingrays that hid
bereath the sand, vating for their luxch

Not far fromthe shipweck, | sawdozen of garden
eds, esing flaating daktas. Their bod es danced to the
gentle sea curent s that noved gertly inthis site My
ahers rested wth helf of their bod es subnerged in the
seabed.

Qur second destination was the Gral Grden, which
ves located rigt infrot of the Prad se Resort. -This gar -
denis 2mto 15mdeep, naking it the perfect destination
fa sorkding

This spat hes both sof t ad herd cord wth ligt densi -
ty. Yet, they vere rich wth narine life incud ng Nypd eon
fish ppefish pard fish and cl owfish. Bren barracudas,
vhi ch had sharp teeth, were seen swnming nearby. CGris

GUIDE

said dvers cou d cone across bl acktip sharks if they vere
| ucky.

@l unms between the sof t and hard cord s vere the
perfect hideout for shrinps. Loca dvers cdled themc ean-
e shrinps. Qe type vas red and vhite but there vas a so
one wth confi nations of red, white and green

Fellovd ver Emly Doug as ves intrigued to find out i f
the shrinps were natural vacuumcl eaners. She ext ended
her hands to the shrinps, which inmediately swarned her
hands and perforned their fanous duties.

Because of it's average depth and gererous light, this
spat vas d so knomn as a perfect site for night-dving ad
heaven for hunting oy ect s for nacr ophot ogr aphy.

Qr last destination vas the Dop Of, located on the
rigtt side of Qral Grden. We v ked to go to the side
and had to go through the rocky, beach

The Drop G f site vas forned neturd |y by a vd canic
eruption. Qur adventure began on a sandy sl ope, which
ves the statingpant o the stadard dve a Tul anben. A
the end of the slope we cou d see the Drop G fs topogya-
phy inthe fomaf vertica walls whose depth cou d reach
tens of neters.

The val | was heavily decorated wth sponges and
Hak cad. Tenarirelifea thissiteismt vy df feet
tothe Sipweck site. There vere butterfly fish agdfish
Morish idds and nany ather small fish wth striking
cdous. Qra fishlike groupers and anthias can dso be
seen & this site Lucky dvers can spat bigger fishes like
vhitetip and hanmerhead sharks.

In gererd, Tulanben vaters have relatively good visi -
bility rang ng between 12mand 30m It s sutle curet's
nake this pace sitddefa dves o ayled.

Vidtirg Tu anben is a nust for divers wenever they
aeinBli. Dve gperatars wsd ly o fer transport and
acconmodation, as well as aternatives to dving and snor -
kding

Tul anfben has been incl uded anong spot s recom
nended by nearly adl dving operators, adis one of the
best places to beg n your underveter adventures.
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