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anmel Weeramuni, veteran thespi an

and producer, is an anazing individ-

ual and the young generation of the-
dre atists are privilleged lot to be learn
fromhis life s experi ences.

I net Nanel Wéeramuni at his tiny
palace, Runchi Theatre few days ago to
rekinde hislife s journey. It is avonderfu
story that began in Ahungal | a.

As a young boy he had to struggle
through the emotional backl og of |osing
both his parent's, but, he took the setback to
achieve his goals. Today, he his not only a
| eadi ng thespian and a producer, heis aso
a wel | acconpl i shed | awyer in Engl and.
Nanel Weeramuni is narried to Manel
Weeranuni and he has three children.

Tel | us about your childhood?
| was a very poor boy. | lost ny
father before | started school and ny
not her died when | was 14. | have a sis-
ta, wo livesinour village, Ahungal | a.
Fortunately for ne, | was able to com
pl ete ny educati on since ny two uncl es
stood beside ne at ny hour of need. M
el dest uncl e was a proninent Mhanayaka.
He al ways encouraged us to conpl ete our
studies, and so did ny second uncle. |
used to live wth him He worked for the
governnent and so | got the opportunity to
roamaround the country whenever he was
transferred.
I have been to nore than three
school s before | entered Nal anda
@llege. | lived in Ratnapura, Kandy,
Per adeni ya, ol onbo and al so
Anhungal | a.
| vas involved in literature, and
that hel ped ne to broaden ny
perspective on literature. Ald
changed when | cane to
@l onbo as | was able to
learn nany things af te |
cane here.
Tell us
about your -
sf.
Kter ny
paet s
dem se, ny
uncles are the
ones who
stood besi des
ne. | ama
sel f-nade nan.
There was no
one to guide
ne. | have lots
o frieds. As a
young nan, al ong

Roa

wth ny friends | used to go to the cinena
four or five tines a week. W& never missed a
novi e that cane to (ol onbo. We did not have
the tuition nenace and no one forced ne to
do anything that | despised.

| vas the only direct entrant to the
Uhiversity of Geylon (Lhiversity of
Peradeniya). It was there that | got involved in
theatre and also witing. | used to wite to
nmagazi nes and newspapers. M first article
appeared inthe Dnadina. Later | joined
Lake House as a journalist.

What about school |ife?

| realy enjoyed ny schod life. | was a very
boi sterous child in school. | was expelled from
two schools. In ny prinary school in
Aungal la, | was expelled af ter | was caned
by the headmaster. | had afigt wth a friend
and injured his head during the fight. Ate
that incident, for oneyear | ddnt goto
school. During that period, ny thirst for litera-
ture began.

The first Snhala novel | read was
Sunethra . The story still haunt's ne.

I was a hardworking student and was deter -
mned to conpl ete ny studies, but | was
never a bookworm | did paticpateinsports
activities and aso in literature progranmes
during ny school days.

Was there sibling rival ry?

1 1icad +tn A hanm viarys raral v cinca | had

ming
proaducer :

Then | decided to stay back in BEhgland. | did odd

Scene from Nettukkari: Wickrema Bogoda and Prema
Ganegoda playing leading roles. The play is being produced
again by Namel and Malini

school and nost of ny
schoal |ife was spent at
boar di ng houses. So
the communi cation

bet ween nme and ny
sister was very |ess.

M sister is younger to
ne and she grew up in
the village. Se still
lives there. S we
never had sibling rival -
ry as such.

Is there anything in
life that you regret?
Yes. Wien | went
abroad. Had | practice
as alawer in i
Lanka | woul d have
been fanous and
woul d have been abl e
to serve ny country.

Wiy did you
deci de to go abroad?
| was att ached to
the Legal Draf tsnen s
Departnent in Si
Lanka. | had a very
|ucrative career. | hed

to go to Bhgland for three nonths to do research on

behal f of the governnent. Ater | finished ny
research. | vent to Anerica where | got an opportu-
nity to neet the lawnakers there. | was of fered to be
an observer at the ngress and al so a grant of
about US Dol | ars 4000.

The Departnent inforned ne that | have to return
to Si Lanka i nmedi atel y since there was an over -
whel m ng anount of docunent s that were waiting to

be conpleted. | decided to return to Si Lanka.

| inforned ny wfe, Mlini, that | was comng back

but she had bad news for ne. The Departnent had

sent a letter saying | was disnmissed fromny job. U
to date | do not know why | was sacked fromthe

jobs to survive. | inforned the lawcircles that | was
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requested themto allow ne to practice | aw.
| did ny exans and began ny career in
practicing | aw.

| et ablished ny own law firmand
expanded it into a consult ancy conpany.
Wen | decided to return to &i Lanka, | sold
ny firmand renai ned as a consult at.

Wiat was your chil dhood anbition?
As achild, | always wanted to enter the
theatre, but during our tines theatre was not
a career option that everyone | ooked up to. |

used to act as child in school.

DO d you have another career?

Yes. | ama lawer and vhile | vas sitting
for ny Lhiversity entrance exanmnation |
taught school students

Wiat nade you give up | aw practice
and enter the theatre arena?

| have a vays wanted to enter theatre. That
has al ways been ny passion. M dreamwas
to own a theatre hall which | have accom
plished. Wen ny three children were snall |
took a decision that | would | eave Engl and
when they conplete their studies. In 1995, |
deci ded to | eave England and return to serve
ny not her| and.

Wiat are your hobbi es?
M hobbi es are reading, witing and al so
theatre, which has al ways been ny passion.

Wiat do you think about the young gen-
eration of theatre artists?

The new generation of theatre artistsisvdl
inforned. They are nore know edgeabl e than
ny generation. But there are so nany nega-
tivepart s in sone of the youg artist. They
lack the habit of reading, whichis aninport at
eenat for an artist or toany individud. They
have | ost val ues. Sone of the dranatists are
not S9nhal a culture bound. They feel disgraced
wen they are invited to act ina 9nhda
drana. They should be able to act in both
Snhala and as vell as a Bnglish plays.

Wiat do you think of today s theatre
wor | d conpared to the past?

Qr generationis totdlydfferent from
today s generation. W dd not verk for
noney. For us theatre was a passi on and an
addiction There was only handful of people
who were involved in theatre during our tine.

Bit, today, we see so nany artists enter the
vorld of theatre, whichis a good sign. Sone
of tody s dranatists not to produce original
pays script s or they do not even translate a
play corectly.

Are you engaged in any new work?

Runchi Theatre is launching two short
pays; aeis Anton Chekhov s Proposal  and
Prof. Wnal Dssanayaka s @Glu Brinda. W
are a'so hoping to revive Nattukkari which
becane a hit in the 1960 s

Research has found that men are less
likely to divorce their partner if they
work for between 40 to 50 hours a
week.

Long working
hours ‘good for
marriages’

by Bonnie Malkin in Sydne

he research has found that nen

aeless likdy todvorce their pat -

ner if they work for between 40 to
50 hours a week. About one in five
Australian workers report | ogging 50
hours or nore a week.

Adif the exra hous are bringing in
nore noney, it nay be helping to keep
the narriage together, Ml bourne
Institute economst Mrk \Wboden sai d.

The optinal work arrangenent
appears to be where the nan works a
41- to 49-hour week, Professor Woden
tddthe Australian newspaper. Beyond
th's, therisk o separation does rise, but
it isstill loer than far coud es were the
nal e works a 35 to 40-hour work week.

Prof essor Wyoden used dat a whi ch
tracked Australian famlies between 2002
and 2006, to conclude that |ong work
hours do not resut in higher divorce
raes.

Wi | e surveys have consistently
found peopl e believe long hours are
detrinent ad for persond rel ationships
there are few, if ay, studes providng
evidence of clear causal |inks between
| ong work weeks, especially when
vorked by the husband, and subsequent
narita separation or dvorce, the report
notes. Indeed, recent studies conducted
inboth the Us and The Netherl ands
suggest s thet, if aything the proehility
of dvorce fals wth the nuniber of hours
vorked by the husband.

Prof essor Woden sai d i ncone
played a part in the chances of dvorce,
wth the proehility of sepaaionfdling
the higher the incone level of the nale.



