Man
fights
lion with
chainsaw

n American, Dustin
A Britton, used a chainsaw

to fight off an attack by a
mountain lion while he was
camping with his family in
Wyoming.

Mr Britton was on a camp-
ing trip with his wife and two
toddlers in northwestern
Wyoming.

The 32-year-old mechanic
and ex-US marine from
Windsor, Colorado, said he was
alone cutting firewood about
100 feet from his campsite in
the Shoshone National Forest
when he saw a seven-stone
lion staring at him from some
bushes.

Mr Britton said he raised his
chainsaw and met the lion
head-on as it pounced - a colli-
sion he described as feeling
like a grown man running
directly into him.

“It batted me three or four
times with its front paws and as
quick as | hit it with that saw it
just turned away,” he told the
Associated Press.

Wildlife officials said
Sunday evening’s attack was
highly unusual because moun-
tain lions are generally reclu-
sive by nature. Only eight
cases of mountain lions acting
aggressively toward humans
have been documented in
Wyoming over the last decade.

“It's very, very rare,” said
Warren Mischke, a spokesman
for the Wyoming Game and
Fish authority. “We're still try-
ing to investigate why this lion
would behave this way.”

The wounded animal
retreated after Mr Britton inflict-
ed a six to eight-inch gash on
the lion’s shoulder. Mr Britton
was left with only a small punc-
ture wound on his forearm.

“You would think if you hit
an animal with a chainsaw it
would dig right in,” he said. “I
might as well have hit it with a
hockey stick.”

The mountain lion was shot
and killed on Monday after it
attacked a dog brought in to
track the animal, which was
four to five years old.
Authorities say it was in poor
physical condition and
appeared to be starving.

After Mr Britton’s confronta-
tion, he and his wife, Kirsta,
decided to spend the night in
their pop-up camper with their
two children with the lion still
on the loose.

Wildlife agents were called
the next morning after Mr
Britton told a passing forestry
employee about the incident.

Tests for rabies and other
diseases came up negative, but
officials said they were contin-
uing to analyse the animal for
other potential diseases.
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Only eight cases of mountain lions
acting aggressively toward humans
have been documented in Wyoming
over the last decade.

Ranbut t an season.
Even t hough
R Ranbut t an cu tivation hes
. ~spread all over the country,
““wveadl believe that Mivana is
the heart of the Ranbutt an
indstry in §i Lanka This was
confirned when we saw
F#& Ranbuttans shinnglike amllion
rubi es stretching across a green cover
" onboth sides of the roads of
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their Qeeththa attire and nen

inther sarongs eagerly ca |
passershy to stop their vehicles tot aste

the punp vhite frut inbrigt red or yelow

protective cover. This ve see not only in

@l onfoo but el sewhere in the whol e country

during the Ranbut t an season.

Itt akes just a second for the nouth
vetering, fleshy Ranbutt an from Ml wana to
sink into your teeth. For a fewnonths of the
year, ve see the pavenent s of @l onho city
littered wth red and yel | ow Ranbut t an shells.
The Ranbutt an season has just begun, nak-
irgits die-hard fans to rush to Mivana to to
buy the fresh, jucy frut. Mivamna s orchards
are heavy laden wth Ranbutt ans.

These days we see the street sd
@l onbo and super narket s fl ooded wth red-
headed frut. Ranbuttan, the snelly and
thorny headed Durian and the sweet purple
fruit, Mngoesteen, one cannot avoi d seei ng
intom during this tine of the year. Wen it
cones to the delicious Ranbuttan, ve thet
Si Lankans just cannot get enough of it, in
sptethe ruaus o fdlingill, ve still eat the
frut.

Wien we tak about Ranbuttan irg atly
it remnds one of Milwana, the |and of
Ranbutten S in order to get first-had
experience of the Ranbutt an industry, ve vis-

I n ol onbo, wonen dressed in

Ml vana, while Archchies, dog wth ther
daughters, daughters-in-law and their chil -
dren, stood on the sides of the roads inpa-
tiently vaiting for buyers to stop their vehicles
to buy the fleshy frut.

A nost everyone in Mlwana ows a
Ranbutt an tree, a lesst oe tree
vhi ch has becone a custom for
theinebit ats. W spoke to sev-
eral land owers and workers at
Ranbut t an est ates closer to Mpiti
Garma Junction, about the industry
and al so about the nyths surroundi ng
it

Dfferent varieties

Wien we pass Havel ock town, we see
Ranbuttan sdles standing a their nakeshift
ht ssdlingdf feret vaigies & Ranbutt an.
The cd ours vary fromdif ferent shades of red.
Afewothers are red and yel lowand there is
dso the yelow Ranbutt an; one surely get s
confused in sel ecting the best Ranbutt an
fromthe sellers. W\ spoke to N nal
Wijesingre, asnall Ranbuttan | and owner
about df feret varigies o Ranbutt an.

It vas a pleasing sight for us, the hungry
travel lers from@l ono to see the fertilized
land vihere the Kelani Rver flovs into the
sea The beaming sun touchi ng the heavil y-
|l aden Ranbutt an tress o df ferent cd aus,
gves the veary travellers entering the
Ki ngdom of Ranbut an, aninit a@iontolearn
the stay o the frut.

Wijesinghe explained to us that there are
df ferent types of Ranbuttan in Miwana The
Mal wana Spedd is the nast distinctive one.
The Ml aysian Ydlow is the aher oe

The Milwana Spxd isa
hybrid of a foreign variety and the i ndi genous
Si Lankan fruit is knom as Val Ranbutt an.

The Mlwana Spedd is pronounced the
best variety and is sdd a the highest price
The Ml awana Spedid has the highest

¥ ingirtruers. The tradtiodl

Mango tree bears fruit after 20 years

o 20 vyears it hes failed to produce a

Wesl ey Shaw, nanager of the Palm

Kewwho first spotted the frut onthe

The Eden Rroject in Grmval | has

denand in the local narket and alsoininter-
national narkets

Acther variety of Ranbuttan isthe
Ml aysian Yelowv which is also very sveet,
sonetines tastier than the Milwana Spedd .
However, the denand for this kind is very low
since the Milwana Spedd hes a dstinct
beaty that attract s the buyers.

Fi ndi ng a second hone

Bven though we Si Lankans are crazy
about Ranbuttan and Drian, these fruts are
not indi genous to our country.

It is believed that the Rortuguese brought
thefirda Ranbuttan seeds to Si Lanka from
Ml aysia. Bven though Ranbuttan isafa -
eignfrut to Si Lanka since the day the
seeds vere planted in Si Lanka, it has
becone part and parce of the §i Lankan cu -
tue

According to | egend, the Portuguese had
a fortress in Miwana. They had found the
Ml vana soil aong the Kelani Rver ided for
the gat tothrive

Dring the Ranbutt an season, the vil -
lagers or aut siders o fer land omwers a price
tolesse Ranbutt an trees. Hyadasa Mhinda,
an enpl oyee at a Ranbuttan est ae
explained to us about the | easing system

This systemis practised by owers of
Ranbut t an | ands who have acres of
Ranbut t an that needs to be plucked. If they
receive a high price for their land, they | ease
out the land during the season.

Meal y Bug

This year, the Ranbutt an industry faced a
great problemdue to the Maly Bug, al so
known as Hti nakuna invad ng the trees.

According to Wjesinghe, the crops were
dfected in large nunbers due to the bug. In
sone cases, anost al the crops were
destroyed and the | osses anount to thou-
sands of rupees, he expl ained.

The Maly Bug is a fungal di sease which
d fed s the tress. The food habits of Maly
Bug are those of sucking juice fromthe plant,
whi ch causes nal nutrition, leading to the
death of the plant. Wien it goes fromplant to
plat it spreads vird di seases.

The Rarmbuttan rituds

In the good o d days, sone unique tradi -
tions were practised in the Ml vana area
vhen the harvesting tines were over.

Rel i gi ous cerenoni es were organi sed to
prai se the god of Katharagana for giving a
fine crop. Sone peopl e nade vows to the
god as they had promised |ast year, wile
others promsed to nake vows if they
axt ained a good harvest in the comng year .

According to the el derly conmunity in
Nl veana, the fruits nust be picked before

. sunset, if not the picker is throm dom by

guardian deities of the tree. However, nast of
these traditions are not practi sed today.

The villagers explained to us that the
bi ggest eneny of Ranbuttanis the bat which
is knommnas EaVaua in Snhaa Wen
the sun sinks, hundreds of bat s appear and
cause great danage, if they are not chased.

The villagers added that in the day tine
aninals like squirrels and various ki nds of
birds feed on Ranbutt an

Dring night tine, watchers swtch onal
theligt s placed on the top branch of trees to
keep the bat s anay fromthe fruits ad fire
crackers are a so used to chase anay the fly-
tukkes made
out of iron, are hung on the branches of
Ranbut t an trees. The owners and wat chnen
¢ ay anake the vhole night to protect their
harvest frombats, aninals and al so hunans.
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Peanut allergy

singl e nango, despite the tender House. The renaining fruit seens to be nango tree, added: Sonehow the water nango trees that have been producing fruit
care of sone of the best bot aist sin gill going content inthe sail bed dropped this year far the past fewyears. overcome by
the vorl d. Bit nowthe nango tree at the It hest aken 20 years for it to happen. and it seens to have pronpted the tree to
Royal Botanic Grdens in Kewhes findly — The other fruit trees ve have in PAm frt. ' The Tel egraph G oup new treatment

borre frut.

The nango tree, wiich is one of the
nain features in the Pal mHbuse
gl asshouse at Royal Bot anic Gardens,
Kew, London, has anazed stdfdter they
spatted the temis ball-sized frut hang ng
hdhinit s branches.

It cones as another nango tree, grow-
inginthe Indan Grden a the Bitish
Miseumy has bl ossoned in what is
believed to be the first tine a nango tree
has bl coned in central London.

The tropical tree, wich orignates from
the I'nd an subcortirent, is notoriowsly difif -
cut togowinthe WKas it requires high

House such as the banana, papaya and London 2009
da frut regdaly produce frut soit ves a
bit of anystery as to what was wong wth
the nango tree.

It looks |ike what nay have happened
ves thet over the wnter the tree dried out
abit nore than usuad and it seens to have
mnicked the dry season they get in the
tropics. W have subsequent|y found out
that they need a dry season to pronote sadit ves uwsud for a
frutirg nango tree in the WK to produce

NMingo trees, which are relations of the frut.
cashew nut tree, can grow up to 100f tt &
inthe wld and have been cultivated for
their jucy ydlowfleshed frut for nare then

Next year ve mght let it dry ot aht
Odiberady thistinetoseeif wecanget it
to produce nare fruit.

In the neanti ne ve are | ooking for -
verd tothe frut thet is there just nowripen-
ing so ve can share it out anong the std f
and have a t aste

Qy Barter, ahotiadtuist a
the Royal Horticutura Society,

H said You need
a very specia green-
house to gener -

tenperatures and sunl i ght. 1,000 years. ate the heat
And despite being housed in the care- There are thought to be 400 dif feret required for
fuly cotrdled tropicd codtios imsidethe verieties of nango wth fruts that can thsfrut to
Pal m House at Kew, s df have never been weigh upto 25bs. They typicdly flover in grow. Your
aetog it toproduce ay frut befare the dry wnter nonths before devel opi ng aver age
Last wnter, however, the bed were the fruit inthe vetter sunmer nonths. person at J
treeis planted vas accident dly dloned to The one grownng at Kewwas planted in  hone woul d o
dry out nore than nornal and this seens the 1980s by bot ani st David Gok froma never be Dlvorce’
to have sparked the pat into action seed extracted froma nango bought in a adeto gt o .
There vere arignd |y two fruit onthe shop. themto flover or =
tree, but one of themdropped of f, sdd Sat Tala, adsday hoticdtudist & gowfrut. Phlllpplne Style




