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All over the world, people
and nations have accepted
the wisdom and justice of
providing dissolution of a
state-sanctioned marriage
except for Vatican City
and the Philippines

Rodel Rodis in Manila
Filipore Galy Inouirer

f the 19 cautries in the

vorld, only three do not cur -

retly dlowfor dvorce ad
that nunber wil be further reduced
by one next year when Mit ad fidd -
|y adopt s a dvorce law This ta &
indudkes dl 53 coutries in Arica 2
at o theS3in Asia 47 ot o the
48 in Brope, dl 13in Suth
Awerica, adal 7in Gntral
Anerica. Each of these incredibly
di verse countries whet her
Gristian, Mslimor Buddhist,
denocracy or dict at orship have
adopted sone formof divorce | aw
except for the Fhilippines and
Vaican Gty.

I'ncl uded anong the vast najority
d ocautriesis Itdy, the hone base
of Ronan Gathol i ci sm whi ch
anended its Gvil Qde on Dec 1,

1970 to pernit the granting of
dvorces. Asoincluded is Span the
country whi ch brougit Cristianity to
the Philippines, vhich passed a
divorce lawin 1981 Ireland the
country that has sent nore Gthalic
piests tothe Fhilippines then per -
haps any other country prohibited
dwaeceinits 1937 Qnstitution but
reped ed this pronibition in 1995

Al over the vorld, people ad
nations have accepted the w sdom
and justice of providng for sone
fomd dssduion o astate-sanc-
tioned narriage except underst and-
ady for Vaicen Gty, the eterrd bes-
tiomd ta d nale superiority which

fait s assorted priest s, hishops, ca -
drds, adits Hly Father Pope.
Ad, inexpicably, fa the Philippres,
whi ch has had two wonen presi -
dent s and where wonen conprise
thergaity o its popd aion

Teeit is inthefirs atided its
Fanly Gxde, the Philippine st ae
declares that narriage is an invio-
ladesocid imstituion aspecid con-
tract of pernanent union between a
nman and a wonan .

Bt citicsparnt at the it isa
pernanent union only for the
wonen as the nen have had no
problens engaging in unions wth
other vwonen. Qe forner Fhilippine

wll rever need to pass adivorce lav  senator openly brags about siring 82

children with dozens of wonen. Qe
forner president openly acknow -
edges his relaionships wth vari ous
nistresses vho renai n actively
invdved inh's presidetiad quest.
Wiledvoceismt led inthe
Vatican ad in the Filippines, both
poice far the ndlity of narriage
The canonical lawof the Vetican
provides for ecclesiasticad decl ara-
tias d rdlity. The Fhilippine Fanly
(de has provisions on Declaration
d Assd ute Nility, Annul nent and
Legal Separation which subst atidly
coincide wth the Vaican s canon
lawprovisions on Nl ity vihile the
Fani|y Gdde provision on Legal
Separaionis essertidly the sane

as the Githdic Gurch s provision
on Ganoni cal Separation

Andnent or ndlity refers to a
process of invalidating what vas
peiasly vdid Aled fidiais ae-
ated whereby the st ae d fiddly
declares anarriage vod aintio,
fromthe beginning. If the narriage
never existed, then thereis no need
todsdweit.

The gounds for ndlity inthe
Filipines ae mnority (a paty
bel ow 18 even wth the consent of
paets), lak d athority o the
sol enmi sing of fiex, absence of a
narriage |icense, bi ganous/ pol yga-
nous narriage, nist aken idertity,

i ncest uous narriage and psycha ogi -

ca incgpadty.

Psychal ogi cal i ncapadty, accord-
ingtooe legd athoity, contem
plates dowright incapadty a irgili -
tytot ake cogni zance of and to
assune the basic naritd ddigtios;
not anererefusa, negect o dfif-
alty, mchless, ill wll, onthe pat
of the errant spouse.

This ndlity by psychdl ogi cal
incapacity isthe Filippire version
o dvace Inthe Lited Staes, the
gouds for nulity are al besed on
conditions that vere in existence a
thetine o thetaking of the narit&
vows (bi ganous narriage, mnority,
physical incapadty, nentd incapad -
ty, ad fraud). Dvorce, onthe ather
hand, is based on conditions that
occur &f ter the narriage.

Inthe Filippines, narried paties
vere dvays alle tofile petitios to

have their narriages annul | ed based
on the sane pre-exi sting conditions
tha arethe gouds far ndlityinthe
Lhited States. Asignificat change
occured in the Fhilippnes in 1983
when parties vere novad e to file
for ndlity based on conditions that
occurred af ter narriage were one
erat paty hes d sp ayed conflicting
persondity, enotiond inmaturity,
irresposiblity, or has engaged in
physi cal abuse, habitua a cohdism
sexud infiddity o perversion, ad
abandonnent. @ even, in at |east
oe case, hebitud lying, These are
nornal ly grounds for divorce in the
Lhited States.
Mre than 21 years later, the

practice and procedure for obt aning
a rulity by psychd ogical incapadty
has expanded, even providing for
ird ances vhere the respondent
spouse is out of the coutry or cou d
not otherwse be served wth the
lecd papers by allowng for sum
nons by publication.

Wi | e divorce by any other nane
isgill advacg inthe Rilipgares, it
is only because it cane by another
nane, nulity by psychd ogica inca-
paity, thet it eists. Hwit cane
inobengisastay filled wth
serendipity and irony.

Wien Gory Aqui no becane presi -
dent on Feb 26, 1986, af ter Reople
Power ousted Ferdi nand M cos,
she abol i shed the 1973 Gnstitution
that Mrcos enacted by dict aaid
fiat ad repaced it wth the 1986
Freedom@nstitution . She then
appoi nted 50 conmissi oners to draf t
a new constitution that would be pre-
serted to the pegd e for ratificaion
in February of 1987. Lhder Qxy s
FreedomOnstitution , there vere
only two branches of gover nnent,
the Executive and the Jud ciary
vwhere the pover to nake | aws was
vested in the Executive branch.

Agquino had three legal advi sers,
all wonen, who were concerned
about the inequity in cases where
Flipino vwonen were divorced by
their forei gner husbands who vere
adetorenarry wile their Flipno
wves could not do so about cases
vhere the FHlipino husbands were
abusive or otherwse sick inthe
head.

Qry s advisers knewthat a
ongress woul d never pass such a
lawthat would be favourabl e to
vonen and whi ch the Church woul d
consider contrary to Fhilippne cu -
tue and tradition. WthQry s
pover to enact laws by her decree
under the Freedom @nstitution
about to end, the advisers hurriedy
dd ted a Fanmily Gode wvihi ch incl ud-
ed provisions for this Fhilippre
di vorce by another nane. Gory
signed it intolavon Juy 6, 1987
before the Fhilippine Gngress was
re-est abl i shed and convened on
Juy 27, 1987.

Wile of figdly, the Fillipoinesis
the only country aside fromVatican
Gty tonat dlowfor dvarce uxrif-
ddly, the Filipadresisinstep wth
the rest of the verld on this issue
Iraicdly, this was acconpli shed by
the nost devoutly Gathalic president
the Fhilippines has ever had.

Familian Glow at HFC Kalutara

audi ence, there will be two
shows: a natinee at 3.00
p.m and the mai n show,
with Rev. $. Mchtilde

good ol d school
days," says one of the

paticipant s The at nosphere
at the rehearse sessions, in
the schoo hal, is redly that
of a group of school children
getting ready for a concert.

Inredity, it isthe
past pupils of Hly
Fam |y Convent,
Kal ut ara, who are get -
ting al geared-up for
the variety entert an-
nent they have
organi zed for the
75th year cel ebra-
tions of the school .

The speciality of
this group of people
isthat the patia -
pats are from20 to
70 years of age, span-
ning over three genera-
tias! There wll be
singing and danci ng gal ore,
and it wll al be quite up-
beat too.

It wil bearaesigt for

Il t redly feds like the

anyone who is |ucky enough Marie gracing
to be present at the HC the occasion as Chief Quest,
Min Hall, on July 25, 2009. at 6.30 p.m

For the conveni ence of the "As school girls, sone of

these participant s have not
pl ayed an active pat in
singing and dancing, yet they
wll not ook |ike anything but
pro-

says, Ms Ann De Slva, the
President of the Association
and the dancing teacher of
HFC Kau ara for the past
28 years who, as usual, han-
dl es the choreography.

The Treasurer, Ms

Pri yangani e

Arsekul arat hne, says

"the strength of the

Fanmlians is nanifest in

the show'.

The nane of this
variety entert ai nnent
speaks for it sdf - faor
it redly Gorifies the
sisterhood, unity,
sharing and caring of
the Fanlians! That

actual |y was how M ss.

Sricia Perera vas

inspired into naning

this variety entert an-
nent as "Famlian
G ow'.

For nore det ails con-
tact Ms. Priyanganie
Arsakul arat hne on 034-
2222907.
fessional s during the show
and it gives ne so nuch
pleasure to see the famlian
spirit still agowin them"

work af ter severd netural disasters - nest
nat ably the 2004 Tsunami. They have donat -
ed generously tovards the health sector and
assisted the brave service personnel in
nunerous ways, such as donating 30 wheel -
chairs, prosthetic linbs and a house for a dis-
abl ed servi cenan.

This year, they are raising fuxds for the
avard of schol arships to studet's in need of
finaciad assistance. The commttee has

vorked hard to nake this event a
success.

"Kasun
Kalhara
Live In
Concert"

asn Kdhards fas ae in for a hg

treat on July 25 when Mihanaya

@l lege, Kandy, (FPA- ol onbo
Branch) present s "Kasun Kal hara |ive
in Qncert" together wth Nadeeka,
Indrachapa and Nrosha Virgin a
Bshop's Gllege Aditorium A lage
crond of fans are expected to flock to |
the venue when the curtain goes up a 7
p.m

Mahamaya College, Kandy (PPA

Mlonbo Branch), the organizers of the
event, wvas est ablished in 1984 and since
then their agenda has been enriched
wth school devel opnent proj -
ets, reigos activities ad
vel fare activities. The
Associ ation undertook and
successful |y concl uded
rebu ldng and renabilit aion



